Stephen Jerome Matthews was born to missionary parents in Iuland, Augola
## 1968. At age fen, he and his older sister, Stacsy were gent to Jive with
Py maternal orandmother in Wellsboro, Permsylvania after the U.8. and
Youth Afiican hacked Netional Front swept through the villages in outlylng
parts of Imiaha, His parents ware never heard from again. As a youth,
Matthews had developed a love for cooking and baking. At the aga of thirteen,
with the help of his aunt, wrote a cookbook, "Cooking With Grandma." It
has never been indicated whether that experience stoked his dagire to write;
for he did rot weite anything of note until his early twenties, Mattthews '
sigter had said, in 2004, that lie Was always “haunted by [his’_l parents‘
disappearancs,.." Matthews' uncéke#kd buy him a dog for a pelhy %ut Matthaws
quicklyrelaased the dog in the weoods. When asked why he had dons %o, in

one & his only interviews in 2004, he explained: "I didn't want o hold
anyi¥lig captive, for any remson; it wouldn't metter if that dog or person

or thing was compliant or not...I refused to be a heeper He alse suffered

an early ‘tragedy when he wiinessed his older aousm, curtis, die at the -
hands of ‘police, Theé auther had been quoted as saying, "I remamhar thinking.

that the police would never hit Curtis; he played for the state ‘champiconship

Hbketball team, Hie WES A star...like killing 'Black Jeeus"  himself...”
 JHp battled bowts of depression and “had minor bmhes Arith thle law as 2 ‘teen.
"In spite of this, be -finighsd high school - showing ‘hinself to be ap |
' 'e:cceptimal ghufent, as well as a gifted athlete and he was 3.ai:er allowad -

entrame int0 ‘the Waval Academy in Amnapolis, Maryland, There, he was &

stanﬁaut fmtb;ﬁ?l player and track star. He declined offeps “Erom the National

'Footba.ll ﬁeagua fmd went forward with a ‘military coweer instead, As a

 lieutenant, %e ggplied for and earned a placement, and later command, in
the elife Navy SERls, commando unit, He became a "star" in the special |
' eperdtions commnity, and was reported to be tasked with "some of the most
~ outlandish ‘and dering of missions." Although, much of his serviae reord
is still classified, he received a Brenze Star and a Purgle Hepart, while .- - -

agting a3 a "senior military advisor” in Kigall, Rwanda, and for reasons
nsver divuiged, Nafthews refused to obey the orders of an Italian U.N.

commandey, Matthews was, soon after, disciplined But,; he recsived his most

severs punishment ~ short of court martial - when he was removed from active
duty after his mmentaries critic:nzing the U, 8. for leaving civilians opeEn

to attack in Rwanda“ appearea in The New York Times. The commentaries pointed

"o a foreign policy...displaying the inherentflyl racist aspects of
america's political D, 1\1,. ...’.' {It is in these comte.ntaries that the author's

i



use of vibrant language and populist themss ave first put on display.) He
aredited the teachings of Noam Chomsky and the writings of Chinua 2chebe
a5 "revealing to him the true purpose of a soldier." Receiving 2 dishonozable
discharge, he veturned to his home in Wellsbhoro, Penmsylvania, where he
bagan writing articles and letters and glving public talks eritical of the
Onited States' iInvolvement and backing of repressive regimez and
dlctatorships throughout the world. With the help of his sister and hrother-
in-law, he opened a small restaurant in Mansfield, Pemmsylvania. In the
parly part of 1993, he met and later married Vanessa Cobb. Several months
later, his new wife was found dead in the wreckage of their wehicle, ten
miles from thelr cottage home. In spite if it having all the appsarances
of a tragic accident, Matthews was arvested, tried and convicted for the
Seath of his wife, Many critics have charged that it wes nothing more then
a govermment vendetta; attacking datthews for his opposition to U.8. foreigm
policy, Matthews himself, bowever, never made such claims,

While in prison, he permed some notable works, snd was first recogmized
for his skill as a gerious writer when he submitted a piece for a contests
"hare Do We Go From There?™ It was a showt play, with dynamic dialogue
and sharp characters. Tt won several awards ‘end high praise from literary
qritios, But, the avthor never acespted any awavds. In 2003, he wrote "Lungs
Tight," a novel about W mses incerceration [as] an inevikable consequence
of aapital:.am and white supremacy...” It was the first of eight novels

' fosming on the prison-industrial complex, prison-abhse and pepl:Ltical
© dimenfranchisement, His sighth and final novel, Yogrtis! -Shrangest Wedding,™. |

won him the Chicago Sun-Times Book of the Year award, It wee, in the words

of Howard Idppman, " a strange, futuristie, unnatural novel...that was SO

" much like the world we live inj it is amezing that we ‘all aren't maddened

by reading this..." The award was given posthumously; Matthews died of a

drug overdose in Green Haven Correctional Facility in 2018, two months before

R + - X zscheduled parole hearing. . ‘ e e



